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1. Organization of This Section (June 2004) 

The CFCSA section is organized as follows: 

 General Tariff Information provides information about the tariff and its use. 

 The CFCSA Tariff lists the tariff items. 

 The CFCSA Tariff Guide to Billing contains information and instructions on completing the 

CFCSA Billing Form and submitting your account to LSS. Following these instructions 

carefully will ensure that your account is processed as quickly as possible. 

 Disbursements are listed separately in this guide in the Disbursements for All Tariffs section. 
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2. General Tariff Information (June 2004) 

For information about coverage and eligibility for CFCSA cases, see the relevant sections of the 

Introduction to the Guide to Legal Aid Tariffs. For information about CFCSA appeals, see the 

relevant section of the Appeals and Judicial Reviews Tariff. For billing information, see the 

CFCSA Tariff Guide to Billing at the end of this section. For information about billing 

disbursements, see the Disbursements for All Tariffs section. For general contractual information 

relating to the terms of your contract with LSS, see the General Terms and Conditions at the 

beginning of this guide. 
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3. CFCSA Tariff  

Important 

 A CFCSA referral ends when: 

– the child(ren) has/have been returned to the client or ―been placed with other‖ and all 

supervision orders have expired; 

– a continuing custody order is made regarding the child(ren); or 

– the Director files a Form B withdrawing all applications. 

You will need a new referral if any of the above circumstances have occurred and the child(ren) 

is/are subsequently removed or is/are at risk of removal. Your client will have to reapply for legal 

aid so a new referral can be issued to you. 

 If during the life of the referral, there is the initiation of a new presentation hearing under s. 33.2 

or s. 35 for any reason other than a loss of jurisdiction, including: 

– a removal of your client’s child(ren) while under a supervision order without removal; 

– a re-removal of your client’s child(ren) (a subsequent removal); or  

– a removal of a different child of the client (a separate removal); 

LSS will consider this as a new issue, which entitles you to bill all items anew under your 

existing CFCSA apprehension referral, except where noted otherwise. 

 Even if there are separate referrals for separate apprehensions of your client’s children, if the 

matters are set down for a joint hearing, LSS considers the situation akin to the situation of 

multiple clients. You may bill full preparation time for only one of the children, half the 

preparation time for a second child, and no further time for any other children. This means that no 

matter how many children you deal with, if the hearings have been joined, you can claim only up 

to one and a half blocks of preparation time. 

 For requests for extra fee or additional preparation, see General Terms and Conditions, items 

41 and 42. 
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Tariff item Rates/Maximum 

billable hours 

Tariff 

code 

General preparation (July 2008) 

 Billable per hour for general preparation (e.g., interviewing the 

client, taking instructions, preparing correspondence, preparing 

and filing pre-hearing and post-hearing applications, negotiating 

a settlement or plan of care agreement, providing advice to the 

client before and after he or she attends a mediation session, 

court attendance on commencement date). 

 Record the actual time spent as specified in your time records. 

 If hours are exhausted under other specific tariff items, bill the 

outstanding hours as general preparation. 

Up to 5 hours 5010 

Preparation for a presentation hearing (June 2004) 

 Billable per hour for hearing preparation, including meeting and 

preparing with the client, reviewing the report to court, 

researching case law, interviewing witnesses, and meeting and 

negotiating with the social worker. 

 Record the actual time spent as specified in your time records. 

Up to 2 hours 5015 

Cautions 

 If the hearing exceeds five hours of court time, bill for the 

additional preparation time under Additional preparation for 

lengthy hearings. 

 If you exceed the maximum preparation hours, bill for the 

additional hours under General preparation, if hours are 

available under that tariff item. 
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Tariff item Rates/Maximum 

billable hours 

Tariff 

code 

Attendance at a presentation hearing (June 2004) 

 Billable per hour for appearing in court for the presentation 

hearing. 

 Provide the hearing date and the time spent in court. 

 Bill the actual time spent as specified in your time records, from 

the time the hearing was scheduled to begin to its conclusion, 

excluding meal breaks. 

Actual time 5025 

Caution 

 If hearings are scheduled on the same day for more than one 

client, distribute the waiting time in court equally between the 

clients. Do not bill waiting time more than once. 

  

Attendance at pre-hearing and post-hearing applications (July 2008) 

 Billable per hour for appearing in court to make representations 

at an application. 

 Provide the date and the time spent in court. 

 Bill the actual time spent as specified in your time records, from 

the time the application was scheduled to begin to its conclusion, 

excluding meal breaks. 

Actual time 5050 

Cautions 

 Do not bill under this item when the pre-hearing application is 

heard on the same day as the hearing. Any applications made 

before the trial judge are treated as part of the hearing and are 

paid as attendance at the hearing. 

 Do not bill court attendance for the commencement date under 

this item. 

 If hearings are scheduled on the same day for more than one 

client, distribute the waiting time in court equally between the 

clients. Do not bill waiting time more than once. 

 Bill preparation for the application under General preparation.  
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Tariff item Rates/Maximum 

billable hours 

Tariff 

code 

Pre-trial conferences (June 2004) 

 Billable per hour when preparing for and attending a pre-trial 

conference convened by the court. 

 Record the actual time spent as specified in your time records. 

Up to 2 hours 5060 

Preparation for a case conference (June 2004) 

 Billable per hour when preparing for a case conference convened 

by the court. 

 Record the actual time spent as specified in your time records. 

Up to 1 hour 5137 

Attendance at a case conference (June 2004) 

 Billable per hour when attending a case conference convened by 

the court. 

 Bill the actual time spent in court as specified in your time 

records, from the time the conference was scheduled to begin to 

its conclusion, excluding meal breaks. 

Actual time 5158 

 

Preparation for hearing stages (July 2008) 

 Billable per hour for hearing preparation (e.g., meeting and 

preparing for a hearing with the client, reviewing a report to 

court, meeting and negotiating with a social worker, preparing 

for the hearing, researching case law, interviewing witnesses, 

negotiating a settlement) for any stage of the proceeding, except 

for the commencement date and presentation hearing. 

 Record the actual time spent as specified in your time records. 

Up to 6 hours  5170 

Cautions 

 Bill preparation time for each stage of the proceeding, including 

section 40 (protection), section 44 (extension[s]), and section 49 

(continuing custody). If hearing stages are combined, bill 

preparation time for only one stage (i.e., up to six hours). 

 If the hearing exceeds five hours of court time, bill for additional 

preparation time under Additional preparation for lengthy 

hearings.  
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Tariff item Rates/Maximum 

billable hours 

Tariff 

code 

Attendance at a hearing (other than the commencement date or 
presentation hearing) (June 2004) 

 Billable per hour for appearing in court at any stage of the 

hearing, except the commencement date or presentation hearing. 

 Provide the hearing date and the time spent in court. 

 Bill the actual time spent as specified in your time records, from 

the time the hearing was set to begin to its conclusion, excluding 

meal breaks. 

Actual time 5148 

Caution 

 If hearings are scheduled on the same day for more than one 

client, distribute the waiting time in court equally between the 

clients. Do not bill waiting time more than once. 

  

Additional preparation for lengthy hearings (June 2004) 

 When a hearing lasts more than five hours, additional 

preparation time is available. Bill up to half an hour of 

preparation time for each additional full hour of hearing time. 

 Record the actual time spent as specified in your time records. 

Caution 

 This item is not applicable for Attendance at pre-hearing or 

post-hearing applications. 

Up to ½ hour 

per qualifying 

hour of hearing 

time 

5020 
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Tariff item Rates/Maximum 

billable hours 

Tariff 

code 

Additional preparation with expert witnesses (June 2004) 

 Billable per hour for preparation with each expert witness called, 

or intended to be called, to offer opinion evidence; or for 

preparation for cross-examining an expert witness, including 

reviewing the expert’s report and interviewing the expert. 

 Provide the expert’s name and area of expertise in the 

Description of Service box on the CFCSA Billing Form. 

 Bill under this item if the opposing party seeks to have a witness 

qualified as an expert. 

 Record the actual time spent as specified in your time records. 

Up to 3 hours 

per expert 

5040 

Cautions 

 You must have prior authorization, as set out in the Disbursements 

for All Tariffs section of this guide, before retaining an expert. 

 This item does not apply to social workers, child access 

supervisors, or family support workers, unless they are accepted 

by the court as experts. 

 LSS may require that you provide one or more of the following 

to support your billing: 

– confirmation that the person was presented as an expert and 

accepted as such, or confirmation that the person’s written 

report was accepted 

– a curriculum vitae showing the expert’s qualifications 

– a summary of the expert’s area of expertise 

– a summary of the expert’s opinion 

If this information is not available upon request, LSS will not 

pay your bill for this item. 

  

Written arguments (June 2004) 

 Billable for preparing written arguments for a hearing at the 

court’s request. 

 Record the actual time spent as specified in your time records. 

Up to 3 hours 5080 

Caution 

 LSS may request a copy of the written argument to support 

billing this item. 
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Tariff item Rates/Maximum 

billable hours 

Tariff 

code 

Consent orders (June 2004) 

 Billable for each stage resolved by a consent order. 

 Record the actual time spent as specified in your time records. 

Up to 1 hour 5095 

Caution 

 Bill under this item only if you have used all the preparation time 

available for this hearing stage under Preparation for hearing stages. 

  

Preparation for an application for leave to cancel a  
continuing custody order (June 2004) 

 Billable per hour for general preparation (e.g., meeting and 

preparing for a hearing with the client, reviewing court 

documents, meeting and negotiating with the social worker, 

preparing for a hearing, researching case law, interviewing 

witnesses, negotiating a settlement). 

 Record the actual time spent as specified in your time records. 

Up to 4 hours 5115 

Caution 

 Bill under this item only if your referral form authorizes you to 

apply to cancel a continuing custody order. 

  

Attendance at an application for leave to cancel a continuing custody 
order (June 2004) 

 Billable per hour for attending at an application for leave to 

cancel a continuing custody order hearing. 

 Provide the hearing date and the time spent in court. 

 Bill the actual time spent as specified in your time records, from 

the time the hearing was scheduled to begin to its conclusion, 

excluding meal breaks. 

Actual time 5164 

Cautions 

 If hearings are set on the same day for more than one client, 

distribute the waiting time in court equally between the clients. 

Do not bill waiting time more than once. 

 Bill under this item only if your referral form authorizes you to 

apply to cancel a continuing custody order. 
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Tariff item Rates/Maximum 

billable hours 

Tariff 

code 

Preparation for an application to cancel  
a continuing custody order (June 2004) 

 Billable per hour for general preparation (e.g., meeting and 

preparing for a hearing with the client, reviewing court 

documents, meeting and negotiating with the social worker, 

preparing for a hearing, researching case law, interviewing 

witnesses, negotiating a settlement). 

 Record the actual time spent as specified in your time records. 

Up to 6 hours 5110 

Cautions 

 Bill under this item only if your referral form authorizes you to 

apply to cancel a continuing custody order. 

 If the hearing exceeds five hours, bill for additional preparation 

time under Additional preparation for lengthy hearings. 

  

Attendance at an application to cancel 
a continuing custody order (June 2004) 

 Billable per hour for attending at an application to cancel a 

continuing custody order hearing. 

 Provide the hearing date and the time spent in court. 

 Bill the actual time spent as specified in your time records, from 

the time the hearing was scheduled to begin to its conclusion, 

excluding meal breaks. 

Actual time 5120 

Cautions 

 If hearings are set on the same day for more than one client, 

distribute the waiting time in court equally between the clients. 

Do not bill waiting time more than once. 

 Bill under this item only if your referral form authorizes you to 

apply to cancel a continuing custody order. 
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Tariff item Rates/Maximum 

billable hours 

Tariff 

code 

Preparation for mediation (July 2008) 

 Billable per hour for preparing for a mediation session with a 

mediator on the ―approved mediator‖ roster. 

 Record the actual time spent as specified in your time records. 

Up to 5 hours 5090 

Attendance at mediation (July 2008) 

 Billable per hour for attending a mediation session with a 

mediator on the ―approved mediator‖ roster. 

 Record the actual time spent as specified in your time records. 

Actual time 5230 

Preparation for consensual dispute resolution processes (July 2008) 

 Billable per hour when you prepare your client for consensual 

dispute resolution meetings (e.g., preparing for four-way 

meetings, family group conferencing, family meetings, and other 

forms of consensual dispute resolution processes). 

 Record the actual time spent as specified in your time records. 

Up to 5 hours 5100 

Attendance at consensual dispute resolution meetings (July 2008) 

 Billable per hour for attending consensual dispute resolution 

meetings (e.g., four-way meetings, family group conferencing, 

family meetings, and other forms of consensual dispute 

resolution processes). 

 Record the actual time spent as specified in your time records. 

Up to 8 hours 5125 
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